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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to analyze the character-
istics of the mother-child relationship as they appear in 
the cases of eight adolescent girls whose major problem was 
stealing and who were referred to the Judge Baker Guidance 
Center for treatment. 
Because many authors refer to delinquency as caused by 
a disturbance in the mother-child relationship, the writer 
attempts to find a more precise formulation of the nature 
of the mother-child relationship and its causal effects upon 
the antisocial behavior of the adolescent child. 
The purpose of this study is threefold. The first aim 
is to analyze the problems of the mothers of the adolescent 
girls. A discussion will be devoted to such aspects as the 
mothers• personalities, backgrounds, and marital relation-
ships and their descriptions of their husbands. 
Secondly this study describes selected characteristics 
of the adolescent girls, according to their family back-
grounds, developmental data, appearances and personalities. 
Since it is psychoanalytically acknowledged that the adoles-
cent stage includes a reactivation of the oedipal conflict, 
the writer is interested in finding whether the mothers were 
1 
thre•tened by the reawakening of sexual aggression in their 
daughters. In addition, the writer attempts to examine the 
children's relationship patterns to members of their families 
and people outside their homes. Further research is related 
to problems other than stealing, the mothers• reactions to 
them and how the mothers tried to handle the conflict of 
control. 
The third aim is an investigation of the stealing phe-
nomenon. Since it would be beyond the scope of this study 
the writer does not attempt to analyze the girls' unconscious 
motivations for stealing. There is a description of the on-
set and circumstances under which the stealing occurred. The 
writer also undertakes to examine the mothers• responses to 
the children's stealing and its meaning to the mothers, in 
order to determine whether or not there is evidence that the 
mothers were acting out in dealing with their children's 
problems. The writer hopes that the data may serve to clar-
ify the extent of the mother-child relationship's causal 
effect upon the antisocial behavior of the adolescent girls 
and hence contribute information about the etiology of steal-
ing. 
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Theoretical Aspects 
Stealing is a part of delinquent behavior. Since an 
emotional disturbance ie always present, underlying the de-
linquent symptom, stealing is a pathological way of dealing 
with aggression, and involves excessive acting out of aggres-
sion. 
Various investigations have been concerned with analyz-
ing the predisposing factors in delinquent character forma-
tion. Aiehhorn defines "dissocial behavior" as the "result 
of a disturbed psychic pattern of abnormal accumulation of 
affect"l due to inhibition of development or to regression. 2 
He differentiates between the "manifest" delinquent who shows 
overt aggressive dissocial behavior and the "latent" delin-
quent who although in the same state has not yet expressed 
his aggression.3 Aichhorn also refers to the "predisposition 
to delinquency" which "is not a finished product at birth 
but is determined by the . emotional relationships, that is, 
by the first experiences which the environment forces upon 
the child," therefore suggesting that delinquency is are-
sult of severe early deprivation.4 
lAugust Aichhorn, Wayward Youth, p. 63. 
2 Ibid., p. 199. 
3 Ibid. J p. 41. 
4 Ibid., p. 40. 
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Friedlander in her study on the formation of the "anti-
~ocial character" finds that this type of character disorder 
i~ not only due to a disturbance in primary object relation-
ship~, e.g. with the mother, but i~ mainly caused by the 
"constant alternation of too much frustration and too much 
gratification of primitive drive~.n5 The effect~ of incon-
sistent emotional attitudes toward the children account for 
tpe children's still being "dominated by the pleasure in-
stead of the reality principle, and the gratification of 
their desires is more to them than any object relationsh1p."6 
They are and became delinquent under emotional stress.7 
Wallerstein adds that in delinquent acting out a child's 
"loneliness and isolation are replaced by a sense of power. ;,a 
Alexander and Ross observe that "too many children in-
corporate the doubts and conflicts of their parents in such 
a way that in specific areas of their personalities they do 
not learn to distinguish right fro.m wrong" and thus a de-
formed character develops.9 
5 Kate Friedlander, The Psychoanalytical Approach ~ 
Juvenile Delinquency: Theory, Case-Studies, Treatment, p. 117. 
6 ~., p. 111. 
7 ~., p. 112. 
8 James s. Wallerstein, "Roots of Delinquency,"!!!!. 
Nervous Child, p. 401. 
9 Franz ~xander and Helen Ross, editors, Dynamic 
Psychiatrz, p. 94. 
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In their excellent article on the "Genesis of Antisocial 
Acting Out in Children and AdUlts," Johnson and Szurek con-
clude similarly that "a special superego defect in the child 
is seen as a duplication of a similar distortion in th~ or-
ganization of a parent's own personality." These authors also 
find that "the parents may unwittingly seduce the child into 
acting out the parents' own poorly integrated forbidden im-
pulses, thereby achieving vicarious gratification.nlO This 
study will particularly devote its attention to the latter 
statement and its validity for this study. 
In their paper on the relationship between the structure 
of the family and the antisocial behavior of adolescence, 
Makkay and Kaurman at the Judge Baker Guidance Center, point 
out that delinquency is a child's way of dealing with de-
pression. It is an attempt to ward off anxiety by a flight 
into delinquency which gives promise of gratification, and 
relief of tension. Delinquency is the result of a certain 
combination of forces like traumata or deprivations of early 
childhood, libidinal, ego and superego disturbances. Their 
egos are restricted and the children are unable to gain grat-
ification through fantasy formation or to postpone pleasure. 
Makkay and Kaurman feel that the children remain fixated at 
10 Adelaide M. Johnson and s. A. Szurek, "The Genesis 
of Antisocial Acting Out in Children and Adults," Psycho-
analytical Quarterly, p. 343. 
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pregenital levels and because of their sado-masochistic orien-
tation treat the world as the depriving parent and literally 
take what they want fro.m it. Their main defenses are denial 
of anxiety and dependency needs, and projection of their own 
11 problems onto the environment. 
Insofar as stealing is a part of delinquent behavior it 
is- acting out of emotional tension due to intra-psychic con-
flicts. According to psychoanalytical theory stealing is 
"taking in" and hence an "oral activity." 
Alexander and Ross report that "children resort to steal-
ing usually when they feel helplessly abandoned to several 
inconsistent prohibitions.ul2 Stealing satisfies the child's 
incorporative wish and also expresses his need for self-
assertion. It is an emergency reaction of the ego and may be 
ttcompulsive, a defense against the feeling of deep oral dep-
rivation, when the object stolen is only a symbol of the love 
wished from the mother."l3 
Fenichel agrees with this saying that taking possession 
of things gives the strength or the power to fight supposed 
11 Eli~abeth Makkay and Irving Kaufman, "The Family 
Structure~ Delinquency in Adolescence." 
12 Alexander and Ross, .2!?.• cit., p. 88. 
13 Ibid., p. 198. 
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dangers of "loss of self-esteem or of affection." It is as 
though the delinquent tries to convince himself that since 
he did not get enough attention, he has the right to steal. 
But Fenichel points out that instead the delinquent feels 
guilty and may even become "a. criminal out of guilt feelings," 
stealing more and more.14 
Johnson and Szurek do not agree with this point. Accord-
ing to them the sequence does not appear to 'be guilt causing 
acting out which causes more guilt; rather they belieTe "it 
is unwittingly parental prompting which caused acting out, 
with a fostering of detection a~ed at checking more serious 
future acting out with major dreaded penalties." Johnson and 
Szurek even go so far as to say that they have found fear 
frequently stemming from anticipated punishment, with no 
guilt coloring.l5 
In his article on "Primary and Secondary Gains in Steal-
ing," Gardner defines stealing as "atypical behavior," a de-
renee against a more direct expression of a. more primitive 
drive or an inefficient compromise between the instinctual 
d»iTe and repressing forces. It can be termed a "neurotic 
14 Otto Fenichel, The Psychoanalytical Theory of 
Neuroses, p. 370. 
15 Johnson and Szurek, ~· £!1., p. 340. 
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act" if there is seemingly no organic physical determinant 
.for it. Gardner points out that in deprived orally fixated 
children the material needs are "irrevocably associated with 
the non-material or the emotional needs of the child" so that 
material gifts become a symbol for emotional gratification.l6 
Also Fenichel calls attention to the fact that "stealing 
(like wandering) may also have a direct sexual significance,u 
but that "different unconscious significances of the stolen 
object depend on the prevalent fixation points" of the delin-
quent.17 
Johnson and Szurek summarize that "forbidden impulses 
derived fro.m a variety of neurotic conflicts may find ex-
pression in stealing ••• depending upon the nature of the 
sanction. Very commonly, great guilt about sex is acted out 
in stealing. nl8 
To sum up, the dominant characteristics in antisocial 
behavior, of which stealing is a manifestation, are extreme 
aggression, a deficient superego and weak ego, little feel-
ing of guilt, and a high degree of self-love and narcissism. 
16 George E. Gardner, "The Primary and Secondary Gains 
in Stealing," The Nervous Child, pp. 437-438. 
17 Fenichel, ££• cit., P• 370. 
18 Johnson and Szurek, ££• cit., p. 340. 
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Method and Scope 
This study is based on material found in the case re-
cords of adolescent girls referred to Judge Baker Guidance 
Center between February, 1947 and September, 1954 for treat-
ment. The records were chosen from the Intake book which 
includes a column noting age, the major reason for referral, 
and acceptance for treatment. For total intake in approxi-
mately forty cases stealing was mentioned as the main prob-
lem but only eight cases met the criteria of the study. 
The children selected fell into the age group 13 to 16. 
This age was chosen because the conflict of control becomes 
more complex with the onset of puberty and consequently de-
linquent behavior in girls becomes more apparent at this 
stage. Only girls were chosen because through the reactiva-
tion of the oedipal complex during adolescence the mother-
daughter and mother-son relationships involve dynamics too 
different to be dealt with in such a limited study. 
The cases were limited to children where the mother 
figure in the family was the real mother and not step-, fos-
ter or adoptive mother. The writer was particularly inter-
ested in studying the child's relationship with her own 
mother where the child had not experienced actual abandon-
ment by the mother. It seems significant that only a fifth 
of the adolescent stealing cases met these criteria. 
9 
No special criteria were set up in reference to the fathers 
or mother figures, in th$. case of step-fathers, or others. 
An extensive analysis of father-daughter relationships is be-
yond the scope of this study. 
In the selected eight cases the mothers of the children 
were seen by a social worker on a weekly interview basis. 
Three cases are still active; five are closed. In six cases 
the psychiatric caseworkers who had seen the mothers over a 
period of time were interviewed by the writer for additional 
information on the mothers' personalities. In three oases a 
psychiatrist, specializing in delinquency in adolescent girls, 
was consulted. 
One staff social worker pointed out that after the in-
itial interviews the form of treatment usually shifted from 
the child's problem to the personality and social adjustment 
o'£ mother and child, and changes -- negative or positive --
occurred that distorted the original objective of the circum-
stances under which the delinquency developed. Therefore, 
after consultation with two staff social workers the writer 
decided to use only a minimum of five and maximum of seven 
initial interviews. These included in three cases diagnostic 
summaries and application interviews, plus the regular treat-
ment interviews. In the other five cases only regular treat-
ment interviews were studied. 
Facts, the mothers' own words, and concrete incidents 
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were recorded on a schedule applied to each one of the eight 
cases {see Appendix). The findings of this abstracted mater-
ial are reported in the following chapters. 
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Limitations of the Study 
The writer is aware of the limitations of the thesis 
since within its scope the study has to remain primarily on 
a descriptive level. 
In all cases the subjective evaluations of the workers 
were accepted without question by the writer. Although the 
records furnished adequate material and careful interpre-
tation of the dynamics, the material was strongly colored 
by the mothers' perspective of the circumstances under which 
the antisocial behavior of their children developed. 
The writer feels that since no special criteria were set 
up in reference to the girls' fathers or father figures, in 
the case of step-fathers, or others, this may contribute to a 
deficient evaluation of the parent-child relationship in de-
linquent adolescent girls. 
Finally, the number of cases is far too small in order 
to draw any general conclusions. However, the writer hopes 
that some of the results of this study will provoke further 
research. 
12 
Setting 
The Judge Baker Guidance Center in Boston, Massachusetts 
was founded in 1917. It was first set up to aid the Boston 
Juvenile Court through study, evaluation, and treatment rec-
ommendations for juvenile delinquents. Later the Center ex-
,. panded its services to cooperate with agencies, schools and 
families. Today in over 75 per cent of the total intake the 
children are referred by their parents.l9 
By 1930 the case selection had been broadened and since 
then intensive long-term psychiatric treatment of children 
and mothers has become the essential part of the Center's 
function. 
At present the types of cases treated include childhood 
neuroses, character disorders, behavior problems, pre-
psychotic and psychotic disturbances. The children range in 
age from 5 to 17. 
Psychiatrists, psychologists and psychiatric caseworkers 
combine their skills in a team. The general picture of 
assignments is that a psychiatrist or psychologist sees the 
child while a psychiatric caseworker interviews both parents, 
usually seeing the mother more frequently. Psychological 
tests and physical examinations are usually used in diag-
nosis. Recently, added emphasis has been given to the inclu-
19 Judge Baker Guidance Center, Annual Report, 1952, p.9. 
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sion of fathers in therapy so that today the total procedure 
is child - family - environment centered. 
The Judge Baker Guidance Center has also always been a 
major training center for ehild psychiatrists, clinical psy-
chologists, and psychiatric caseworkers. 
Another vital concern is research and at present three 
areas are under special investigation: 
1) school phobia; 2) learning difficulties; 3) delinquency. 
Educational lectures and consultations given by staff 
members of the three disciplines are geared to serve univer-
sities and agencies at their own request. 
CHAPTER II 
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF THE GROUP 
Before analyzing the dynamic factors contributing to the 
stealing phenomenon in the cases of eight adolescent girls, 
it is interesting to note the general characteristics of the 
group with respect to the girls' ages, ordinal position among 
siblings, religious and socio-economic backgrounds of their 
families, and sources of referral. 
Distribution of Cases According to 
Age, Ordinal Position of Children 
At the time of referral (Table I) one girl was thirteen, 
three girls were fourteen, and four girls were fifteen years 
of age (taking age to nearest birthda~). 
TABLE I 
EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS ACCORDING TO AGE, 
ORDINAL POSITION OF CHILDREN AMONG SIBLINGS 
Case Subject Age at Referral Position among Siblings 
Years 
# 1 Norma 13 Older of two 
# 2 Nancy 14 Oldest of four 
# 3 Jean 14 Older of two 
#4 Betty 14 Older of two 
# 5 Edna 15 Third of six 
#6 Mary 15 Younger of two 
# 7 Ann 15 Youngest of three 
# 8 Martha 15 Only child 
15 
Four girls were the oldest, two the youngest, one the 
middle, and one the onl7 child. 
In four cases, the mothers admitted their favoring an-
other sibling so that the writer assumes in these cases, at 
least, that it was "the non-favorite in a f~ily whose un-
fortunate behavior has brought him to the clinic. 111 
Religious and Socio-Economic Background 
of Families 
The completeness of the family unit is important in 
terms of providing both the masculine and feminine ideals 
which a child needs in order to develop a mature concept of 
relationships with persons of the same and opposite sex. 
However, the presence of both parents in a home, or at least 
the own mother, is not in itself proof that the child has 
security in the love of both, or either, parents. 
Six girls were living with their own parents, one girl 
was living with her mother following disruption of the home 
by divorce, and one girl's father died shortly before her 
birth. 
Table II shows that four girls were Protestant, two 
were Catholic, and two were Jewish. No girl came from an 
interreligious marriage. 
In seven records, the material failed to reveal in£or-
mation concerning the education of the parents. 
1 Mary B. P. Sayles, Problem Child at Home, p. 72. 
16 
TABLE II 
FAMILIES OF EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS ACCORDING TO RELIGION, 
FATHERS' OCCUPATION, MOTHERS' OCCUPATION, YEARLY FAMILY INCOME 
Subject Religion Occu;ee.tion 
Father 
Norma Jewish Laundry Driver 
Nancy Protestant Drill Operator 
Jean Jewish Salesman 
Betty Protestant Machinist 
Edna Catholic Captain in Navy 
Mary Protestant Math. Teacher 
Ann Protestant Factory Worker *) 
Martha Catholic **) 
*) Parents divorced, father out of home 
**) Father died 
Mother 
Housewife 
Housewife 
Housewife 
Salesgirl 
Housewife 
Housewife 
Taxi Driver 
Hairdresser 
Income 
;eer :;rear I 3,600 3,000 
5,000 
2,400 
. 6,~00 
4, 00 
2,200 
1 00 
In only one case was it stated that the parents were 
both college graduates. The fathers in the group were pre-
dominantly in sales and crafts jobs. Jean 1 s father as a 
salesman and Edna's father as a Captain in the navy had both 
chosen professions which kept them away from home over long 
periods, thus providing unconsciously a threat of abandonment 
to the girls. 
Three mothers were working full-time during the day. 
However, a fourth mother had been working in night clubs 
during her husband's early desertion. Though it is a common 
phenomenon that women contribute financially to the support 
of their families, there is still the danger that they use 
their work as an escape from responsibility as a wife and 
mother at home. 
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Lack of material advantages is an environmental circum-
stance and does not need to be a factor in disrupting a fam-
ily's sense of unity. It was found that the average family 
size was 4.5 and the average income per family was approxi-
mately $3,640. No family was on relief, but one mother com-
plained about "high debts" without mentioning the amount. 
Although in same situations economic need may be a pre-
cipitating factor in stealing, this was not found to be true 
in the cases of this study. 
Source of Referral and Number of 
Interviews with the Mothers 
One psychiatrist at the Judge Baker Guidance Center 
pointed out that mothers who themselves refer their children 
to psychiatric settings are often afraid that their children 
will become delinquent, while mothers whose children are re-
ferred by the court frequently were delinquent themselves. 
The mothers in the second group are defiant toward authority, 
resistant to recognizing the child's problem, and hostile 
toward treatment which the court more or less forces upon 
them. 
In our study, three cases were referred by the court. 
Five mothers requested help themselves, one after the school 
had ini'ormed her about the serv.ice of the Judge Baker Guid-
ance Center. 
Five mothers held regular weekly interviews with the 
18 
psychiatric caseworkers. Three mothers broke appointments 
three to seven times. Only one mother of these three was re-
ferred by the court. One mother dropped out of treatment 
after five interviews because, according to the psychiatric 
caseworker, she felt too threatened by the discussion of the 
child's problem. 
19 
CHAPTER III 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PARENTS 
Helen Deutsch writes that "Woman's two greatest tasks as 
a mother are to shape her unity with the child in a harmonious 
manner and later to dissolve it harmoniously. ttl 
If a mother is ready to accept the maternal role, she 
will be able to give love to her child and help him in strug-
gling through the various psychosexual stages. But if a 
mother has in her own childhood never experienced love and 
security she will react in a variety of ways. While a child 
is helpless and dependent his mother may find great satisfac-
tion in caring for him, only to become hostile and rejecting 
the moment that the child shows signs of independence. She 
may seek to prolong the child's dependent state by not giving 
him the opportunity to learn gradually by trial and error. Or, 
a mother may communicate from the very beginning to the child 
her rejection of him by disinterest, coldness, inconsistent 
punishment, and by complete emotional withdrawal, thus giving 
the child a distorted view of reality. 
The writer examined the mothers' personalities, back-
grounds, and marital relationships in an attempt to determine 
how much the mothers were able to give love to their children, 
and to what degree the children incorporated their mothers' 
doubts and conflicts. 
1 Helen Deutsch, Psychology of Women, Vol. II, p. 294. 
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Personalities of the Mothers 
In evaluating the mothers' personalities, three eate-
gories were used: 
1. Hysterical-infantile: 
Deutsch says that this type of woman "was excessively 
tied to her own mother."2 Infantile mothers are depend-
ent women fixated at an oral-narcissistic level. They 
lack understanding and control, fear the grown-up child, 
but are frequently fond of babies. 
2. Rigid-punitive: 
In this category fall those mothers who fUnction super-
ficially in a rather integrated way, but they are ob-
sessive-compulsive in their demands for excessive con-
formi ty of the child, thus covering up .. fear of their own 
delinquency. Frequent stimulation of the child's aggres-
sion satisfies their own needs.3 
3. Depressed: 
According to Fenichel, a depression is either a complete 
breakdown of all self-esteem, or a partial one, intended 
as a warning against _the possibility of a complete one. 
At another point Feniehel adds that in the depressive 
process, the object that is believed to have brought this 
disturbance about is punished and destroyed for this very 
2 Deutsch, ~· cit., p.303. 
3 Makkay and Kaufman, .2E.• cit. 
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reason; but the object has become, by introjection, a part 
of the depressed person himself.4 
Depression, for example, may follow a bereavement, or a 
hysterectomy, or be present in women who come from broken 
homes • .5 
It was difficult to evaluate into which category the 
mothers belonged. The writer found that five mothers were 
predominantly 11hysterical-infantile 11 and three could be clas-
sified as "rigid-punitive." In all eight mothers depression 
was underlying their infantile or rigid-punitive personal-
ities. 
The following extracts of cases may serve as illustra-
tions for 
a. Hysterical-infantile 
Case #.5: Mother was described as an immature woman who 
acted in a childlike manner and talked in the 
vernacular of teen-agers. 
Mother could not remember receiving affection 
or attention in her childhood. Mother married 
at seventeen because she was pregnant. She 
gave birth to six children and liked to play 
with them as long as they were babies. Mother 
was confused about the children's growing up, 
thus being frightened and inconsistent in her 
management of them. She had been permissive 
to such a degree that the children learned to 
control her. Mother accepted this and seemed 
to like to be mothered herself. She felt con-
stantly depressed and lonesome. She had am-
bivalent feelings toward her husband but de-
pended strongly on him and his judgment. 
4 Fenichel, ~· cit., PP• 396-399. 
5 Makkay and Kaufman, .2£• cit. 
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b. Rigid-punitive: 
Case #6: Mother appeared to be tense. She had a quick, 
nervous laugh and precise movements. She spoke 
with authority and at the same time seemed to be 
trying to assume an expression of wide-eyed 
inn.ocence. Mother considered herself' 11a per-
fectionist0 in all fields. She had rigidly 
high standards which she saw as reasonable :Cor 
herself and for everyone. Although mother de-
nied it, there was evidence that she got mar-
ried because she was pregnant with Mary. She 
did not show any interest in the small child 
but for the past few years mother was over-
restrictive and p~tive. She considered her-
self .a martyr to stand Mary's behavior, though 
ind1Teotl7 she provoked Mary's aggression. 
Lately, mother indicated that she :reels like 
"an old, nervous wreck. " 
This mother projected and denied. On one hand she with-
drew from Mary because she considered her the bad part of' her-
self. On the other hand unconsciously she kept Mary close to 
her; hence Mary gave expression to many of' mother's feelings 
that had to be punished. 
As can be seen in both eases the mothers' responses to 
their daughters also indicated depression. Both mothers were 
unable to meet the child's need or to support the children 
emotionally. There was evidence that they feared to give in 
and lose control. 
The degree of the mothers' own emotional inhibition was 
such that three mothers commented that "demonstrations of' a:C-
faction are distasteful and su:Cfocating. 11 
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Backgrounds o£ the Mothers 
A mother's ability or inability to relate to her child 
stems from her own childhood experiences. I£ a mother recalls 
only unpleasant memories o£ harsh, hostile treatment from her 
own parents, she brings this concept o£ relationship into her 
marital relationship and into her relationship toward her 
child, resorting either to extreme measures to prove her own 
power over another individual or to overindulgence in an ef-
fort to compensate for her own ·sufferings. 
In studying the mothers' relationships to their own par-
ents, the writer found that six mothers had poor relation-
ships to their mothers. 
Poor ranged .from "can't remember receiving any attention 
or affection, nobody cared for what I did" to comments about 
severe, punishing, dominating mothers. Only Norma's mother 
said that she had a good relationship with her mother and 
that it came as a shock to her when her mother died seven 
years ago. 
Relationships of four mothers to their fathers were fair. 
Two were good and in two cases no material was available. 
In the interviews with the caseworkers the mothers ex-
pressed their hostility more directly toward their fathers 
than their mothers. 
Since the data about the mothers.' relationships to : their 
siblings were insufficient, a correlation between the mothers' 
and the adolescent girls' positions wnong siblings would be 
pointless. SUch a correlation might have indicated whether 
a mother's unresolved hostile feelings toward an older or 
younger sibling were displaced onto the oldest or youngest own 
child. 
Alexander and Ross observe that "too many children in-
corporate the doubts and conflicts of their parents in such 
a way that in specific areas of their personality they do not 
learn to distinguish right fro.m wrong.6 According to the 
case material, no mother had a court record before marriage. 
However, in two cases there was delinquent acting out after 
the marriage. Nancy's mother had a record of stealing, as-
sault and battery. Ann's mother served two years in prison 
for having belonged to an abortion ring. Four mothers were 
noted for promiscuity while still minors. More insight into 
the nature of this kind of delinquent acting out was found 
in studying the circumstances under which the parents married. 
Marital Relationships 
The circumstances under which parents marry indic,te 
whether one parent or both parents entered the marital rela-
tionship for some ~ature personal reasons. If parents do 
not find their emotional and social needs complemented in 
6 Alexander and Ross, .2E.• cit., p. 9~. 
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each other, they are un~ble to face the sacrifice of their own 
interests for the child's development, hence they draw the 
child into their own complex emotional conflict. 
Material concerning the circumstances under which the 
parents got married was available in only five cases. 
Case #2: At 16 mother became pregnant with Nancy. Mother 
married at 17 on mutual agreement to have an 
abortion. Father got married to enjoy himself 
and refused to take measures to prevent further 
pregnancies. 
Case #3: Jean's mother explains the marriage on the 
basis of propinquity and physical attraction. 
She married father chiefly because the family 
needed a man on the farm. 
Case #5: Edna 1s mother "picked father up on the beach.'' 
She was quick to add that they were kids and 
that she would never have thought of going to 
bars or meeting men as Edna was in the habit 
of Q.oing. Mother married at 17 when she was 
pregnant with Edna's older brother. 
Case #6: Mary's mother met father through relatives. 
Following was a long period of association. 
Although mother denied it, other sources indi-
cated that parents had to get married because 
mother was pregnant. 
Case #7: Mother left home when ~years old because she 
had been abused by her father. She married 
father at 16 after she had known him for only 
two months. Mother admitted that she married 
merely because her father had threatened to · 
take her to court if she did not return home 
within a given time. 
These examples illustrate clearly the lack of emotional 
readiness for marriage in these mothers. They also indicate 
the degree of dependency need with which the mothers could 
only deal in the form of delinquent acting out. 
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Since responsibilities and _affection were not shared 
evenly in the marriage, five mothers had strong hostile feel-
ings toward the husbands. Only one mother described the re-
lationship as having improved during the course of marriage. 
One mother claimed that she had always been happy. In one 
ease details were unknown because the husband had died shortly 
before the child was born. However, when the caseworker 
stated: "It must be harder also to have the task of raising 
Martha alone without a father to help you," there was almost 
no response from the mother. 
Following are two examples to illustrate the range of 
the mothers' hostile feelings toward their husbands. 
Case #5: Mother was 11in awe of" father when they were 
first married. She used to think she had 
married a man who was good-looking, a good 
dancer and athletic. She felt he was smarter 
than she. 
Mother expressed strong disappointment and 
bitterness that father was no help to her in 
disciplining the children or tak~ng responsi-
bility. She admitted she would feel better if 
father came home only over the weekends. She 
told him that she hated him. Afterwards she 
felt guilty about this wish and made comments 
that she would never leave her husband. 
Case #6: Mother used to be disturbed by father's para-
noid ideas. Now she learned to ignore him and 
was just as non-communicative. She seemed 
hostile because father took all her time and 
she had to nurse him, i.e., save his life con-
stantly. 
The writer concludes fram these examples that the 
mothers were unhappy and hostile because they could not de-
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pend on their husbands to the extent they needed £or their own 
gratification. This suggests that the mothers might have 
turned to their children as an emotional outlet and that they 
might have identified the child with the unloved mate with 
consequent hostility being directed toward the children. 
Personalities o£ the Fathers 
A father's presence in the home may exert a constructive 
or destructive force in a child's development and solution o£ 
the oedipal situation. If a father does not provide an ade-
quate masculine image, or if he is indifferent toward his 
daughter or frequently absent from the home, it may result in 
his daughter's failure to accept her femininity and failure 
to love a man like her father later on. 
According to the mothers• descriptions of their husbands, 
five fathers were predominantly "passive-dependent" and two 
fathers were predominantly "rigid-domineering." 
Passive-dependent included passive, dependent, quiet, 
shy, irresponsible, immature and infantile, as illustrated by 
following exmnples. 
Case #2: Father got married "to enjoy himself. 11 He re-
fused to take measures to prevent pregnancy. 
He ' deserted twice and never took any responsi-
bility in bringing up the six children. He 
was an alcoholic o£ the passive, dependent and 
-egoistic nature. 
Case #5: Father tried to cover up his passive-dependency 
through occasional temper outbursts. He was 
infantile, immature and did not assume any 
28 
responsibility. He showed little interest 
in the children because it meant sharing 
mother's love. If mother paid more attention 
to the children father became demanding, rough~ 
and insisted he be accepted as "the lord and 
master." He threatened the family with deser-
tion. 
Rigid-domineering included domineering, overrestrictive, 
demanding, constantly fighting, and rigid-compulsive, as il-
lustrated by the following example. 
Case #6: For the past four years father had developed 
paranoid ideas and a persecution complex. He 
never understood children's needs. He was very 
stern, had little sense of humor, and was very 
exact about time. He became easily irritated 
and was frequently in trouble with his ego-
centric ways. He was rejective of Mary's "in-
adequate" personality. 
The writer concludes in reference to the beginning 
statement about the girls' needs for an adequate father image 
that the fathers of this study provided confusing and dis-
torted pictures of reality. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GIRLS 
AND THE MOTHERS t ATTITUDES TOWARD THEM 
Developmental Data 
Therese Benedek states: 11'fhe interaction between mother 
and child begins immediately at conception; 111 therefore, the 
mother's attitude toward, and experience of, pregnancy often 
reveal her basic feelings toward the new born child. If a 
child is born or reared at times of high tension between the 
mother and father and statements about "unwantedness" are 
implied, the child will not experience the sensation of being 
protected. It will sense the lack of the security of the 
mother-child symbiosis. 
In five cases, traumas were present for the mothers dur-
ing pregnancy, at childbirth, or during the child's first 
year - thus reflecting upon the child - or the child experi-
enced trauma in the for.m ·of strong rejection by the mother 
from the time of conception on. 
Case #1: Mother tried to abort Norma because ttshe came 
too soon after marriage.u Norma was born pre-
maturely at 7i months. Mother had a long 
· labor and remarked hostilely "I will never 
forget this. 11 Maternal grandmother took care 
of Norma for the most part as mother was 
afraid of handling such a small baby. 
l Therese Benedek, 11 Personality Development," Dynamic 
Psychiatry, p.63. 
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Case #2: Mother was impregnated when she was only six-
teen. She married father on mutual agreement 
to have an abortion. Father bl~ed mother for 
becoming pregnant and gave her some money to 
get an abortion. Mother kept the money and 
told father that the abortion "did not work 
out." 
Case #6: Mary's mother admitted that she knew she was 
not able to handle small children. She con-
sidered them "exaspera tirig little beasts." A 
nurse took care of the baby and mother paid 
little attention to Mary during her first year 
of life. 
Case #7: Father was drinking and mother worked as a 
waitress while pregnant with Ann. Ann was 
born as a blue baby and mother was afraid that 
the newborn child would not be able to breathe. 
Case #8: Father died two months before Martha was born. 
(There was some evidence that the child was 
born out of wedlock.) Mother worked immedi-
ately after the delivery leaving the child to 
the care of some relatives. 
These five case illustrations indicate little acceptance 
of motherhood by the mothers and the minimal support they re-
ceived from their husbands. The examples also suggest that 
because of the mothers' inability to deal with the newborns 
from the day of their birth on, the children were never sure 
that gratification of their needs would be forthcoming. 
' In the remaining three cases, the mothers claimed they 
had been looking forward to the birth. They took care of 
their babies and gave major attention to them during their 
first year of life so that the writer assumes that a real re-
lationship between the mother and child was present. This 
31 
suggests that in case of later maternal withdrawal, the with-
drawal had a real meaning to the child. 
Information concerning feeding, weaning, onset of talk-
ing and walking, and toilet training was only available in 
four cases and was not sufficient to warrant drawing conclu-
sions. It was interesting to note that in the four cases of 
Norma, Ann, Mary and Betty, toilet training was accomplished 
between the ages of six months and one year. 
According to Therese Benedek, compliance is easier during 
the second year and "incorporated prohibitions appear to have 
such a strictly punitive quality that the child rebels against 
them and tries to turn the hostility back onto the mother."2 
The hostility may be expressed in general rebellion as it was 
in the cases of Norma and Ann, but the hostility may also ap-
pear in the form of neurotic symptoms as in the cases of 
Betty and Mary where enuresis recurred at a later age. 
Examination of the data showed that various traumatic 
experiences made the children's adjustment in life more diffi-
cult. This was true especially with those children who had 
not "experienced a complete infancy. n) 
According to Table III, in all eight eases significant 
incidents occurred shortly before the general onset of neu-
rotic or delinquent symptoms. 
2 Ibid., p. 73. 
3 Gardner, .2E.• cit., p. 438. 
TABLE III 
SIGNIFICANT INCIDEN'rs RELATED TO THE ONSET OF PROBLEMS 
IN THE LIFE OF EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS PRIOR TO THE 
ON SET OF PUBERTY 
Subject 
Norma 
Nancy 
Jean 
Betty 
Edna 
Mary 
Age 
6 
1 
. 4 
5 
8 
10 
11 
4 
4~ 
6 
7 
~ 
10 
3 
7 
8 
9 
3 
Significant Incidents 
Sister born. Repetition of first school-
grade. Onset of general problems. 
Brother born. 
Father deserted temporarily • 
Mother and father deserted temporarily. 
Brother born, favored by mother. 
Mother hospitalized, four operations. 
Onset of general problems. 
Sister born. 
Mother hospitalized, hysterectomy. 
Repetition of two schoolgrades. Brother 
in therapy, mother in treatment. 
Father imprisoned for two years, 
Mother worked at night, 
Phobic reactions, eating difficulty, 
enuresis. 
Onset of general problems. 
Father returned fram prison. 
Brother born, favored by mother. 
Sister born, favored by mother. 
Onset of general problems. 
Recurrence of enuresis. 
Sister born, favored by mother. 
Brother born. 
Father joined the navy, mostly absent 
since. 
Onset of general problems. 
Sister born. 
Started nursery school, onset of general 
problems. 
Recurrence of enuresis. 
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TABLE III 
SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS RELATED TO THE ONSET OF PROBLEMS 
IN THE LIFE OF EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS PRIOR TO THE 
ONSET OF PUBERTY 
Subject Age 
Ann 2 
3 
11 
Martha 1 
- 8 
8 - 13 
Significant Incidents 
Father deserted. 
Mother deserted temporarily. 
Parents divorced. 
Mother imprisoned for two years. 
Onset of general problems. 
Mother worked fulltime. 
Martha mostly in care of relatives. 
Placed in boarding school. 
Onset of general problems. 
"The first great danger which the child can perceive is 
that of being left alone by his mother."4 This may be due 
to actual temporary desertion or to temporary absence of the 
mother because of imprisonment or long working hours as in 
the cases of Nancy, Jean, and Martha {Table III). However, 
a similar degree of anxiety as that which arises in the de-
serted or abandoned child is produced where the mother with-
draws her love because of the arrival of a new sibling or be-
cause of some depression in the mother which may be due to 
marital tensions, or hospitalizations, for example. This was 
found to be true in the eases of Norma, Nancy, Jean, Betty, 
Edna, and Ann. Only in the ease of Jean, the onset of the 
4 Friedlander, 2e• £!!., p. 51. 
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girl's problems also seemed to have been related to the ar-
rest of her father. 
Though there were many gaps in the recorded material, 
the results of this study suggest that the children were left 
alone at a stage where love and support was most essential 
to them. Therefore the writer asserts that the traumatic 
environmental circumstances in the life of these children had 
more or less powerful effects and must be considered the 
source for the girls' later problems. 
Another aspect to consider was the state of the girls' 
heal-.th, since this determined whether the girls were physi-
cally fit to operate at their maximum capacity. Five girls 
were found to be of average health, three were sickly. 
Nancy had suffered from hernia since birth and had a 
hernia operation at age twelve. Jean when eleven years old 
had ear and recurrent virus infections accompanied by dreams 
of falling. Her illnesses were close to the time of her 
suicidal attempts. Ann suffered from asthma from the age of 
seven. She had pneumonia and still suffered from a residual 
lung condition. She and Martha suffered from adolescent 
eczema. 
''Menstruation is frequently considered a traumatic event 
in the girl's life, since it represents an offense against 
the integrity of the body.n5 All girls had started men-
5 Benedek, 2£• cit., p. 101. 
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struating between the ages of eleven and thirteen. Only one 
mother complained about the irritability of her daughter dur-
ing her period. Since the girls had long standing problems 
with their mothers, the onset of menstruation may have caused 
great conflicts of identification. 
Appearances and Personalities 
"Adolescence is a physical phenomenon. 116 The instabil-
ity of the adolescent is the inevitable result of psycholog-
ical confusion which in turn has resulted from the ramifica-
tions of the biological change that has occurred.? 
Adolescence is full of general emotional upheaval caused 
by the reactivation of the oedipal conflict. The more satis-
factory the infantile sexual period has been, the easier will 
be the solution of emotional conflicts during adolescence. 
The ideal solution for this conflict is through the 
girls' identification with their mothers in order to be able 
to establish a love relationship with the opposite sex later 
on. But Josselyn refers to the ambivalent struggle in the 
adolescent. She points out that "When the adolescent is con-
cerned about his own potency, the need to depreciate the par-
ent of the same sex may come into direct conflict with the 
wish to see the parent as a successful example of what the 
6 Irene M. Josselyn, Psychosocial Development of Child-
~' P• 93. 
7 ~ •• pp. 93-95. 
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child himself can become."B The conflict increases if , a girl 
has experienced rejection over a period of years and if a 
mother, because of fear of her own adolescent delinquency, 
becomes threatened by the onset of puberty in her daughter. 
The records revealed that not only did the girls compete 
with their mothers but also the mothers competed with their 
daughters. The mothers projected themselves into the situa-
tion, blaming the daughters for the difficulty in order to 
cover up their own anxiety. 
All eight mothers described thelr daughters·~-- appearance 
in devaluating terms. Only Jean's mother indicated once that 
she also took pride in her daughter's .attractiveness •. Five 
mothers complained about their daughters' dirtiness, untidi-
ness, slack appearance, flashy clothes. They objected to 
their daughters' unwillingness to wash themselves or comb 
their hair. Four mothers expressed strong anger that their 
children were overweight and clumsy. For example, Norma's 
mother said she was a 11big size for a seven month old baby," 
and Nancy's mother stated: "Much the ugly duck at present." 
Fenichel describes obese persons as "orally fixated" who 
in periods of depression stuff themselves and feel themselves 
"fat, bloated, dirty, untidy, or pregnant," and leave their 
surroundings untidy. Being fat means ttbad and uncontrolled." 
The author points out that the unconscious content of the 
8 ~., p. 104. 
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syndrome is a pre-oedipal mother conflict with intense uncon-
scious hatred against their mothers and against femininity.9 
In reading the psychiatrists' observations of the girls' 
appearance, in five cases there was a striking difference 
fram the mothers' descriptions in that the girls were said to 
be attractive adolescent girls. This indicates that the 
mothers projected their own images of the child also onto the 
child's outward appearance. It also suggests that only in 
depreciation of their children were the mothers able to tol-
erate the reality of their daughters' growing up. 
In describing their daughters' personalities the mothers 
stressed the negative character traits. 10 They different!-
ated strongly between aggressive and more inhibited behavior. 
The mothers felt particularly threatened by any kind of ag-
gression, although the records indicated that the mothers 
had provoked situations in which the girls had to become 
aggressive. 
9 Fenichel, ~· £!1., pp. 240-241. 
10 The mothers' descriptions of their daughters' person-
alities were not compared with the impressions which the psy-
chiatrists had gained of the girls, since the writer did not 
feel competent to evaluate the psychiatrists' analyses. 
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TABLE IV 
DOMINANT INHIBITED AND AGGRESSIVE PERSONALITY TRENDS 
IN EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS ACCORDING TO THEIR MOTHERS 
Subject Inhibited Aggressive 
Norma Withdrawn Overt rebellious 
Defiant 
Vulgar language 
Nancy Withdrawn OVert rebellious 
Defiant 
Vulgar language 
Exhibitionistic 
Jean Withdrawn Overt rebellious 
Fearful Defiant 
Depressed Extremely hostile 
Betty Withdrawn Overt rebellious 
Depressed Defiant 
Edna Fearful Overt rebellious 
Depressed Extremely hostile 
Defiant 
Domineering 
Mary Fearful Overt rebellious 
Depressed Defiant 
Extremely hostile 
Ann Withdrawn Overt rebellious 
Depressed Defiant 
Domineering 
Martha Withdrawn Overt rebellious 
Defiant 
Domineering 
The aggressive personality trends were mentioned more 
frequently (see Table IV). 
Eight mothers complained about overt rebelliousness and 
about defiance which is a passive type of aggression. These 
items included such aggressive behavior as fighting, quar-
reling, difficulty of controlling, stubbornness, and antago-
nistic behavior. In addition, three mothers felt "a terrific 
capacity for hostility" in their daughters. Three mothers 
stressed the domineering attitude in their daughters. The 
use of vulgar language equivalent to disrespectf'ul behavior 
was reported in three cases. Exhibitionistic behavior was 
only mentioned once. 
Much less noted were the inhibited personality trends, 
probably because the mothers' anxiety over losing control was 
not involved. Six mothers stated that their daughters were 
occasionally withdrawn, shy, self-conscious, and unable to 
express affection. Five mothers commented on periodical 
depression in thei~ daughters. The girls seemed to feel un-
happy and lonesome. In three cases, the mothers were irri-
tated that their daughters appeared to be fearful. 
Whenever the mothers mentioned an inhibited personality 
trend, there was a complaining quality to it. This suggests 
that excessive aggression as well as unusually strong inhi-
bition represented to the mothers a lack of control over 
their daughters. 
·-------
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Only three mothers commented in positive terms about 
their daughters' personalities. Jean's mother emphasized 
that Jean was basically "really goodhearted." Betty and 
Mary's mothers felt that at times their daughters were mature 
and capable of showing responsibility. 
The data indicated that the mother-child relationship 
included components of strong hostile dependency. ay means 
of aggression or withdrawal into a fantasy world, the girls 
struggled to have their wishes fulfilled and to maintain and 
restore their self-esteem. 
The Mothers• Attitude Toward the 
Sexuality of their Adolescent Daughters 
Adolescent girls confront their mothers with a challenge 
that means the challenge of acceptance or non-acceptance of 
motherhood. Which were the particular conflicts reactivated 
in the mothers by the onset of their daughters' puberty? Did 
the daughters' physical maturation represent a special threat 
to the mothers of this study? Was the onset of puberty a 
means by which the mothers realized their own thwarted hopes 
and ambitions'! 
It became apparent in the investigation of the eight 
ca~es that no mother helped her daughter to overcame the 
ver.y dif~icult and confusing state of adolescence • 
.. --------
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Seven mothers reacted to the onset of their daughters• 
puberty with ambivalent feelings. They promoted the girls' 
sexual acting out while restricting it at the same time; thus 
denying their fear that the girls might lose control. One 
mother consented to her daughter's sexual acting out. 
Of the seven cases where the mothers reacted with ambiv-
alence, three examples have been chosen to illustrate the 
ways in which the mothers handled their own anxiety over sex-
ual acting out of their daughters. 
Case #2: Mother had trouble with Nancy's making a plea 
for the boys' attention. Nancy was always 
quite a heavy girl and never received much 
attention from boys so that mother thought she 
more or less planted herself in front of boys. 
Mother considered her too easy going and 
anxious for affection. Mother feared sexual 
trouble ahead because Nancy's nphysical matu-
rity. 11 When Nancy was 12 years old she had 
head lice. Mother shaved off Nancy's hair so 
that for several months she had to wear a 
skull cap. Nancy's problem of stealing began 
soon afterwards. Mother thought this was re-
lated to the fact that Nancy's classmates 
teased her because of her wearing a skull cap. 
This case is an example of a mother's complete lack of 
understanding of the emotional situation of an adolescent 
girl. The mother feared sexual difficulties ahead and in 
order to block her daughter's development she shaved Nancy's 
hair off; an act with castrating implications for, and de-
grading effects upon, an adolescent girl. 
Case #3: Jean was in constant battle with mother about 
her age. Jean wanted to pluck her eyebrows, 
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shave her legs, wear high heels, have pierced 
ears, and mother was alarmed by Jean's sophis-
tication. Nevertheless, mother enjoyed Jean's 
dating vicariously. She wanted Jean to be al-
ways beautiful, that is - a credit to her motrr 
er. On the other hand, mother overlooked 
Jean's provocation of boys. She denied her 
fear about Jean's associating with delinquent 
boys. Mother was frightened about sexual im-
plications, saying, ''She did not get it from 
me." 
This mother said that she married on the basis of physi-
cal attraction and propinquity. Jean's father spent two 
years in prison and there seems to be a clear connection be-
tween Jean's attraction to delinquent boys and her father's 
behavior. This was not at all apparent to the mother, nor 
did the mother recognize the same thing in herself. Mother 
saw many of Jean's normal adolescent difficulties as evidence 
of "bad" thus projecting her own anxiety into the situation. 
Case #6: For many years, Mary had an affinity for 
middle-aged men. She always sat close and 
snuggled up to them, even to almost complete 
strangers, whenever they visited the family. 
Mother permitted this behavior until Mary 
was thirteen, at which time mother explained 
to Mary that she looked like a pretty big girl 
and men would not understand her behavior. 
Therefore, Mary should conf~ne her demonstra-
tions of affection to mother's brothers who 
visited on occasion. Later, mother was con-
vinced of Mary's promiscuity without proof 
of it. 
This case shows the incons.i.stent and sudden restriction 
of a girl's behavior only at a time and age where her atti-
tude toward men could develop into later promiscuity. The 
mother had no insight that her obvious distrust included the 
43 
wish that her daughter would act out sex~ally. 
Johnson and Szurek found that: "Nothing angers adoles-
cents more than to be warned about or accused of indiscretions 
of which they were not guilty. 1111 If mothers do not trust 
their daughters, and predict sexual difficulties ahead, it 
threatens the daughters' repressive defenses, lowers their 
self-esteem, and weakens their assurance that they will do 
what is right. "It suggests an alternative code of behavior 
which at that age frightens them.nl2 
Norma, Betty, and Ann were tomboys. They had little or 
no interest in boys and did not care for "wearing make-up, 
putting . their hair up." The mothers were annoyed about their 
' 
daughters• lack of raminine behavior. 
I t was interesting to note that two girls, Betty and 
Norma, used their mothers' clothes but "got them filthy and 
threw them in corners afterwards," as though they first wanted 
to identify with their mothers but then had to destroy the 
image. In only one case, the mother's promiscuous impulses 
were so poorly integrated that she gave, wittingly, permission 
to the girl's promiscuity. 
Case #5: After her run-away episode, Edna continued to 
go out and pick up sailors. She hung around 
bars and drank. Mother told her that "if she 
couldn't do better, she should stop. 11 Mother 
was only upset when Edna came with a Filipino 
11 Johnson and Szurek, .2:£• ill·, p. 329. 
12 Ibid., p. 329. 
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boy, and mother mentioned at this time Edna wanted 
mother to put cont~ols on her. Lately, mother got 
fed up with Edna, saying that she wished Edna was 
old enough to get married because ttr would like to 
wash my hands of her ~ffairs.n 
Edna's mother 'picked-up' father on the beach and mar-
ried him because she was pregnant. Mother's attitude indi-
cated a strong identification with Edna who acted out all the 
forbidden impulses mother wanted to act out. 
Johnson and Szurek write: "Mothers who have seriously 
erred pre-maritally frequently betray acute anxiety regarding 
their daughters' behavior on dates. Accusations, detailed 
questioning, and dire warnings, rather than preventing un-
desirable behavior, constitute unwitting permissions. 1113 
The writer therefore concludes that the mothers' own 
adolescent conflicts were reactivated by the onset of their 
daughters' puberty. The degree to which the mothers had 
integrated their own forbidden promiscuous impulses deter-
mined the extent to which the mothers forced their own child-
ren into positions that gratified their own hostile aggres-
sive needs. 
The Girls'. Rela_.yionship Patterns 
A child's response to persons in his immediate environ-
ment stands in reciprocal relation to the degree of warm ac-
ceptance by his mother and father which the child experienced 
during his earlier years. 
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In describing the girls' relationship patterns to members 
of the family, e.g., mother, father and siblings, the mothers 
used almost the same pattern of projecting themselves into the 
• situation as when they had described their children's person-
alities per ~· 
Seven girls had poorl4relationships to their mothers, and 
one girl a fair relationship to her mother. Two girls had a 
poor, four girls a fair relationship to their fathers, and one 
girl a good relationship to her father. One girl's father 
had died shortly before her birth (see Table V). 
According to the degree of warm, ambivalent and hostile 
feelings involved, the relationships were rated poor, fair, 
and good. 
The following extracts from cases serve to illustrate: 
a. Poor relationship to mother 
Case #1: Norma seemed to .have no respect for mother, 
being overtly rebellious and defiant. Mother 
indicated that Norma was cold and resistant 
to any show of affection, using all means to 
express hostility toward mother. 
b. Poor relationship 12 father 
Case #2: The relationship between Nancy and father was 
rather disturbed. Nancy had little respect 
for father, treating him badly, calling him 
vulgar names. Mother wished father could be 
14 The terms 11good," "fair, 11 and "poor" were taken in 
most cases from the mothers' use of these terms; where the 
1 mothers did not apply them, the writer inferred these terms 
from their particular use of language. 
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more patient with Nancy. Father let things go 
for a while and then suddenly exploded, hit-
ting Nancy in such a way that mother had to 
protect Nan9y from physical attacks by father. 
c. Fair relationship to moth~ 
Case #6: According to mother, Mary had 11 a terrific ca-
pacity for hostility" and loved to invite 
crisis. Since she was two years old, she used 
to tease mother and mother read hostility into 
this. However, at times Mary liked to help· 
mother and responded in an overwhelmingly af-
fectionate way. Mary would hug mother closely, 
get down on her knees and throw her arms 
around mother's waist. 
d. Fair £elationship to father 
Case #3: Jean's father was a friend to her more than a 
father. Jean always insisted that father was 
in the service rather than that father was in 
prison for two years. Jean denied any recol-
lection of separation. However, recently Jean 
began to fear father because he was more crit-
ical of her, at times even threatening her 
with punishment. 
e. Good relationship to father 
Case #4: Father took sole charge of Betty in the even-
ings when she was a baby. To this day, Betty 
brought father's slippers to him at night and 
slipped them on his feet. Betty also spent 
long periods of time combing father's hair to 
relax him. \ihenever something bothered her 
Betty talked to father about it and father 
took great interest in her. However, lately 
father set up certain restrictions concerning 
Betty's wish to go out and meet boys. 
In this case one gets a striking picture of the mother's 
severe rejection and of her turning the daughter towards the 
father and forcing the daughter into a mediator's role. 
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Also, the last two cases are interesting because in 
many cases of delinquent girls the fathers are seductive with 
their daughters on the basis of unresolved oedipal feelings 
until the onset of puberty. From then on the fathers begin 
to feel threatened by their own daughters' femininity and 
hence change their attitude in order to cover up incestuous 
fantasies. 
Although the small number of cases in this study does 
not allow for generalizations, it is interesting to note that 
the relationships to the mothers were more intensely hostile 
than to the fathers, but the relationships to both parents 
were marked by reactivated oedipal conflicts. 
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TABLE V 
RELATIONSHIP OF EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS 
TO MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES ACCORDING TO THEIR MOTHERS 
Subject Mother Father Siblings 
Norma Poor Poor Poor 
Nancy Poor Fair Poor 
Jean Poor Fair Poor 
Betty Poor Good Poor 
Edna Poor Fair Poor 
Mary Fair Poor Poor 
Ann Poor Fair* Poor 
Martha Poor - i:•* - ~t.i:'"* 
*> Father out o:f home i:-*) Father died 
·:}**) No siblings 
That all seven girls who had siblings had poor relation-
ships to their brothers and sisters indicates that the girls 
were not willing to sh~re their mothers' love and to expand 
their a:f:fectional bonds to include others. 
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The non-acceptance of older or younger siblings was ex-
pressed in aggression, domination, criticism, strong jealousy 
and open rivalry for the mothers. Nancy, Jean, Betty and 
Edna complained openly that their siblings were their mothers' 
favorites. 
Johnson and Szurek write that it is striking to see "the 
subtle manner in which one child was unconsciously selected 
·from several children as the scapegoat to act for the parent." 
In their opinion, '1The sources of such hostility of the par-
ent are varied. The child may have become unconsciously a 
rival for the indulgence of the other parent. The child may 
represent a parent's sibling with whom the parent has unre-
solved sibling rivalry.nl5 
It was beyond the scope of this study to analyze the un-
conscious motivation on the part of the parent which seemingly 
resulted in the child's being selected as the scapegoat in 
the family. 
Very little data were available about the quality of 
relationships of the eight adolescent girls to members out-
side the family. 
In Makkay and Kaufman's study "All the children experi-
enced uncontrolled aggression as an integral element in hu-
man relationship. They learned that people relate to each 
15 Ibid., P• 328. 
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other in sado-masochistic ways. This becomes their concept of 
human closeness.ul6 
In the three cases where relationships with adults of 
the same sex were poor, this concerned maternal relatives who 
lived in the same house and tried to control the girls' daily 
activities. 
In two cases where the relationships were fair, this was 
also related to maternal relatives, but they lived outside 
the home and represented 11 a mother-ideal.n 
Material in respect to the quality of relationships to 
men was only available in four cases. The relationships were 
poor, very short and of superficial nature to the point of 
promiscuity. 
Concerning relationships with contemporaries, the writer 
found that six girls had a poor and two girls a fair relation-
ship to other girls. Five girls had poor and two girls had 
fair relationships to boys. In one case no data were avail-
able. 
a. Poor relationshius included no boy or girl friends, 
playing with younger children or, as in one case, 
with a "silly" child. 
Case #2: Nancy was very insecure in a peer group 
and overcompensated by forced laughter and exhibi-
tionism. She had no friends and was not equipped 
to work her way into a group. 
16 Makkay and Kaufman, ~· cit. 
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b. Fair relationships included many friends but none 
really close. 
Case #3: Jean had many noisy friend~ and was the 
president of the Youth Club. She associated with 
boys who had a court record but mother felt Jean 
did not let them get away with anything. Jean 
wanted to prove that the boys were 11real good kids." 
Nevertheless, Jean did not relate really closely to 
them. 
Relationships to other adults and to contemporaries are 
usually characterized by less intensity of feeling since 
competition for parental affection is not involved. However, 
the investigation suggests that when the relationship with 
his own parents is disturbed the child has little ability to 
relate to other persons except on the basis of the narcis-
sistic pleasure principle. 
Problems Other Than Stealing 
In adolescence biological urges reach new intensity and 
the wish to be loved combined with aggressive striving for 
independence create anxiety in the child. If a girl does 
not find help at home in her conflict with oedipal feelings 
she externalizes her tensions either in delinquent acting out 
or in neurotic symptoms. 
Stealing is of course not the only outlet for emotional 
tension; though stealing is the major problem in this study, 
the mothers referred their children to the Judge Baker Guid-
ance Center for a variety of other problems. 
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As is apparent in Table VI there was a variety of anti-
social behavior. Staying out late at night is the most com-
mon type. Next in frequency follow severe temper tantrums 
and lying. Self-aggression in the form of suicidal threats 
and running away was only mentioned in single cases. 
Staying away from home, according to Friedlander, "slowly 
leads to prostitution,nl7 which was true in the case of Edna 
who ran away for two months. Johnson and Szurek add that a 
child's running away reveals that "it was the parent who un-
consciously provided the specific stimulus for the defections, 
impelled by such motives as a need for vicarious gratifica-
tion or hostility, or both. nl8 
As to excessive lying, Healy and Bronner write that "it 
is an offense more frequently complained of among girls and 
perhaps this may be explained by its relationship to sex of-
fenses and because of the natural desire for self-protection 
in these matters.nl9 
17 Friedlander, ~· cit., p. 116. 
18 Johnson and Szurek, ~· cit.; p. 332. 
19 William Healy and Augusta P. Bronner, Delinquents 
and CrimJEals .! .heir Making and Unmaking, p. 174. 
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TABLE VI 
PROBLEMS OTHER THAN STEALING IN 
EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS ACCORDING TO THEIR MOTHERS 
Subject 
Norma 
Nancy 
Je~n 
Betty 
Edna 
Mary 
Ann 
Martha 
Anti-social Problems 
temper tantrums 
excessive lying 
staying out late at night 
self-aggression 
(suicide threats) 
excessive lying 
running away,promiscuity 
staying out late at night 
temper tantrums 
excessive lying 
temper tantrums 
fire setting 
staying out late at night 
staying out late at night 
Neurotic Habits 
nailbiting 
·sucking hair 
enuresis 
sleeping disturbance 
enuresis 
nailbiting 
pulling her hair 
enuresis 
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Five girls had such neurotic habits as enuresis,nail-
biting, sucking and pulling their hair, and sleeping disturb-
ance. 
Another source of complaints was school adjustment. The 
degree of a child's inability to adapt himself to the chal-
lenge of the school situation, the process of learning, and 
the regulations set up by the teacher, may indicate low toler-
ance of frustration and the parents' failure to form the 
child's ego. 
TABLE VII 
SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT, SCHOOL PROBLEMS, AND INTELLIGENCE 
OF EIGHT DELINQUENT GIRLS ACCORDING TO THEIR MOTHERS 
Subject School Adjustment School Problems Intelligence 
Norma poor truancy average 
one year retarded 
Nancy poor two y~rs _r etarded poor 
Jean poor truancy above average 
Betty poor one year retarded average 
Edna average truancy average 
Mary poor above average 
Ann poor truancy 
one year retarded average 
Martha poor average 
As can be seen in Table VII, seven girls' school adjust-
menta were poor. In three cases the attitude toward, and 
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interest in, school declined with the onset of puberty. Sub-
sequently, two girls had to repeat classes, while two girls 
had repeated classes in earlier years due to various emotional 
upsets. Test information on I. Q. was too insufficient to 
warrant conclusions. 
Four girls were repor t ed for truancy. Mohr stresses the 
role anxiety plays in this type of behavior problem. nThe 
child runs away from a situation which precipitates anxiety, 
whether this fear be a fear of leaving the parent, a fear of 
the teacher, or a fear of competing with other children.n20 
Although eight mothers were concerned with their child-
ren's school problems - especially truancy which included the 
threat of promiscuity - five mothers considered their daugh-
ters' intelligence average, two mothers above average, and 
only one mother considered her child's intelligence poor. 
Although many authors refer to delinquent children as 
children of normal or above-normal intelligence, it is a com-
mon phenomenon that a mother cannot bear the thought that she 
gave birth to a child of low intelligence. 
20 Irma E. Mohr, "The School Child with Behavior and 
Personality Problems as Manifested in Truancy,n The 
Newsletter of the American Association of Psychiatri.£ Social 
Workers, p.-ro:--
-------
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The Mothers' Reactions to 
Problems Other Than Stealing 
Johnson and Szurek found that a "well-integrated mature 
mother" has an "undoubting, firm, unconscious assurance that 
her child will soon make her intention his own in accordance 
with her own image of him. 11 If a child senses that there is 
an alternative to the mother's orders, and the mother's own 
superego is defective, the child will interpret it as nan al-
ternative of him in his mother's mind.n21 This explains why 
"a specdal superego defect in the child is seen as a dupli-
cation of a similar distortion in the organization of a par-
ent's own personality.n22 
In examining the methods of control, and discipline to 
which the girls were subjected, the writer found that eight 
mothers punished their daughters inconsistently, that is -
they became upset about one problem but not about another 
one, as is shown in the following examples: 
Case #1: If angry, Norma used to swear at mother. 
Mother suggested: "Hit me instead of' swearing," 
·thus inviting physical attacks from Norma. 
Mother said she did not think Norma would 
want to hit her but might think before she 
did anything and therefore might not swear. 
However, this did not work out. If Norma hit 
her younger sister, mother stopped it at once. 
Concerning Norma's disorderliness, mother 
threatened to turn everything on the floor 
21 Johnson and szurek, ~· £!!., P• 329. 
22 Ibid., P• 342. 
-
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and make her tidy the things. But mother 
could not get up enough energy to do so. 
Case #3: Mother was very upset that Jean did not tell 
her about her truancy. However, mother was not 
concerned about the truancy per ~· Mother 
suddenly feared loss of control when she dis-
covered that Jean lied constantly. In rela-
tion to smoking, mother acted as if she did 
not know about it although she had forbidden 
it strictly. 
Case #6: Mother said about Mary's lying, 11 Can' t do much 
about it.u But if Mary displayed temper tan-
trums, mother got so angry that at times she 
threatened Mary with a strap and occasionally 
strapped her. 
The mothers' responses to other prevalent problems than 
stealing were markedly ambivalent. The mothers were either 
nagging, checking detectives, or permissive lax condoners. 
Their firmness had the quality of "sadistic suppression" and 
their indulgence appeared to be ''rationalization by a parent 
of guilt about his own sado-masochistic impulses.n23 The 
mothers anticipated trouble but dismissed significant trans-
gression as unimportant.24 
Punishment is only effective if it does not imply rejec-
tion of the punished person. Otherwise, it leads only to 
counter-hostility or disorganization of a child's personality. 
The mothers' inconsistent methods of handling their daughters 
23 Ibid., P• 325. 
24 Ibid., p. 332. 
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suggest defective superegos, thus providing similar defection 
in their daughters' superegos. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE STEALING PHENOMENON 
Description of Stealing and of the 
Children's Attitudes Toward Stealing 
Due to early deprivation and lack of affection on the 
mother's side, the dominant characteristics in antisocial 
behavior, of which stealing is a manifestation, are extreme 
aggression, a deficient superego and a weak ego, little feel-
ing of guilt, and a high degree of self-love, and narcissism 
(Chapter I). If a child has been deprived of love, attention, 
and security, "the satisfaction of these emotional needs can 
be interpreted by the child to be present in any interpersonal 
relationship only when the individual exemplifies it in the 
form of a material gift or reward."l 
It is beyond the scope of this study to analyze the un-
conscious motivations of the girls' stealing. The stealing 
and the girls' attitudes toward it are examined, therefore, 
more on a descriptive level. 
As can be seen in Table VIII, in seven cases the onset 
of stealing occurred around the time of onset of puberty. 
One girl's stealing was of longer standing. 
1 Gardner, .212.• cit. , p. 437. 
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TABLE VIII 
THE STEALING PHENOMENON IN EIGHT CASES OF ADOLESCENT GIRLS 
ACCORDING TO THE AGE AT ONSET, OBJECTS STOLEN, CIRCUMSTANCES 
UNDER WHICH THE STEALING OCCURRED, 
GIRLS' ATTITUDE TOWARD STEALING 
Subject Age Objects 
Norma 
Nancy 
Jean 
Betty 
Edna 
11 blouses 
shoes 
sweaters 
slips 
lipsticks 
12 blouses 
scarfs 
large 
sums of 
money 
13 large 
sums of 
money 
8 small 
sums of 
loose 
change 
14 large 
sum of 
money 
feminine 
articles 
Circumstances 
stole with girl 
in department 
stores 
stole with girl 
in department 
stores, stole 
from mother's 
and friend's 
purse 
stole from 
mother's purse 
stole from 
mother ' s and 
once from 
teacher's 
purse 
stole once 
from friend 
stole alone in 
department 
store 
Attitudes 
admitted episode, 
claimed she got idea 
from other girl;she 
really did not want 
to steal 
admitted stealing, 
indicated that she 
shoplifted only be-
cause she felt so 
lonely, and wanted 
father back home 
first denied, later 
admitted, said she 
felt panicky after-
wards 
admitted stealing, 
did not know why she 
did it, could not 
help it, little bit 
of 1don't care' atti-
tude 
denied taking money, 
appeared to have no 
guilt 
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TABLE VIII 
THE STEALING PHENOMENON IN EIGHT CASES OF ADOLESCENT GIRLS 
ACCORDING TO THE AGE AT ONSET, OBJECTS STOLEN, CIRCUMSTANCES 
UNDER WHICH THE STEALING OCCURRED , 
GIRLS' ATTITUDE TOWARD STEALING 
Subject Age Objects 
12 
Ann 13 
Martha 
small 
sums of 
money 
wallets 
pens 
sweaters 
dresses 
large 
sums of 
money 
Circumstances 
stole alone from 
other children 
stole alone in 
department 
store 
stole with girl 
in department 
store 
stole first 
from mother's 
purse, later 
from maternal 
relatives 
Attitudes 
denied her own in-
volvement to the ex-
tent that she built 
up temper tantrums 
for which her mother 
punished her; this 
seemed to bring Mary 
relief 
admitted stealing, 
knew it was wrong; 
dresses meant nothing 
to her; only way to 
get attention 
admitted stealing, 
stole because she did 
not like to earn 
extra money by shar-
ing household duties 
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11As a rule, emotional stress during puberty does not 
cause antisocial behavior in girls who have previously shown 
no sign of their antisocial character formation."2 The pre-
vious chapters gave evidence of an antisocial character for-
mation in all eight girls. It was also noted that the onset 
of other pertinent problems occurred at an earlier age. The 
writer considers it too speculative to draw any definite con-
clusion about the occurrence of stealing prior to the onset 
of puberty. However, there is a suggestion that because of 
the emotional upheaval during adolescence, girls who are 
orally fixated and have not learned to postpone gratifies. tion 
nor to receive gratification through fantasy formation ~ 
to experience oral gratification concretely, that is, through 
"taking in" in the form of' stealing. 
Two girls stole inside, three girls outside the home, 
and three girls inside and outside the home. The records 
indicated that every girl took things away f'ro.m home but that 
f'our mothers denied knowing about it. 
ttMany such parents, v.Ihose own poorly integrated prohibi-
tions permit them to overlook slight of'f'enses, suddenly react 
with guilt and alarm at the first suggestion of' criticism 
f'rom outside the home, with righteous accusations and punish-
ment <!i' their child."3 
2 Fenichel, £2• cit., p. 112. 
3 Johnson and Szurek, ~· cit., p. 332. 
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Usually the sequence is that a child first steals at 
home - literally and symbolically taking from the mother the 
love she has refused to give. Next, the child carries his 
attitude over to the outside world, thus treating society as 
a depriving parent. At this stage the child frequently 
steals in the company of other contemporaries which may also 
be a means of securing status in the group. Finally the 
child resorts to stealing alone. 
Of the six girls who stole outside the home, three went 
shoplifting with another girl. 
The objects stolen varied. In six cases, the girls fre-
quently took money, which in five cases amounted to more than 
$5.00. Four girls took money away from their mothers, two 
girls from a teacher and friend, one girl stole money from 
other children. In no ease was there evidence of an insuf-
ficient allowance at home. One girl spent the money for 
candy; another girl bought records, pencils, knives, and 
food. 
Five girls stole feminine articles such as dresses, 
sweaters, blouses, slips, and lipsticks - articles which may 
have been of symbolic nature to the girls. In other words, 
certain fantasies about femininity may have been involved in 
the choice of these objects. Their incapability of combining 
fantasy with reality was obvious in three cases where the 
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girls brought the articles ho.me but completely lost interest 
in them. Four girls anticipated that their mothers would 
discover their thefts, thus indicating that the stealing per 
~ had very little significance. Three girls left the stolen 
articles around, one girl even told her mother about them in 
such a way that the mother knew the articles were stolen. In 
the latter four cases, stealing can be considered as 11 a self-
pUl'l.itive act," and "a substitute for punishment deemed de-
served, but not forthcoming, for actual or fantasied sexual 
or aggressive acts."4 
Five girls admitted and three girls denied the thefts. 
Only three girls' admissions included remorse. 
Case #2: Nancy said she shoplifted only because she 
felt so lonely and wanted her parents to be 
reconciled so that the father would be back in 
the home. 
Case #7: Ann explained that she knew she was wrong but 
that this was the only way to get attention. 
During her mother's imprisonment, Ann had built 
up certain fantasies about "a good mother." 
Recently Ann's mother had returned home and 
Ann was disappointed to find her mother acting 
out sexually with other men. 
Thus, in this case the stealing might have resulted from a 
traumatic experience, that is - the loss of a good mother 
image. 
4 Gardner, £E.• ill•, P• 446. 
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In summary, the· ·s tea.ling in all · cases became "the means 
·or allaying temporarily the anxiety crea t ·ed by the Oedipal 
conflict. u5 · The girls satisfied their incorporative· urges 
and at the same time expressed .their need for self-assertion.6 
The· girls tried. to convince themselves that ·Since they were 
deprived they had a right to deprive others through stealing. 
Their stealing was an attempt to overcome ~eir underlying 
dep·ression. 
Meaning ot the Children's 
. Stealing to the Mothers 
The previous chapters indicated that the, mothers were 
basically unhappy women whose neurotic needs whether of in-
fantile, depresseo, rigid-punitive, or erotic nature were 
satisfied by their daughters' acting out. 
Each of the eight cases has been studied to determine 
the degree of the mothers' own involvement in the stealing 
phenomenaR. What was the mothers' emotional stage during the 
onset of the girls' stealing? How did the mothers became 
aware of the problem? What was their attitude toward it? 
Were. there indications that they limited or encouraged the 
stealing or were particularl~ threatened by it? Did the 
mothers identify their daughters with another delinquent 
5 Alexander and Ross, .2£• ~·, P• 198. 
6 Ibid., P• 88. 
-
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£igure and/or compare them un£avorably with another sibling? 
Finally, to what degree were the mothers aware o£ their own 
involvement in the delinquent acting out o£ their girls, with 
particular reference to their stealing? The writer attempted 
to £ind answers to these questions in order to determine the 
meaning o£ the children's stealing to the mothers. 
In examining the mothers• emotional stage during the 
onset of their daughters• stealing, material was available 
in only four cases. It was insu£ticient to warrant conclu-
sions. The tour mothers recalled incidents which happened 
in their own lives and which were closely £ollowed by the on-
set of their daughters• stealing, as is illustrated in the 
following two examples: 
Case /f2: Mother and Nancy's younger brother were in 
psychiatric treatment. Mother stated that 
she was absorbed in therapy and gave all her 
attention to the boy. 
Frequently mothers, one of whose children is in therapy 
and improves in behavior, shi£t their hostility onto another 
child. Or they reveal hostility toward this other child 
which has 
Case 
always been present in concealed form. 
#6: -Mary • s mother had learned about ta ther 1 s 
heart condition and psychotic illness. 
There was a question whether £ather would 
live much longer. 
This mother had extremely hostile feelings toward her husband 
and ther~ were indications that she resented the necessity 
£or •saving his life constantly" by nursing him. She there-
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fore displaced on her daughter the increasing hostility which 
was actually directed at her husband. 
Five mothers became aware of their daughters' stealing 
1 problems as they noticed that money disappeared tram their 
purses. Two mothers said that they assumed immediately that 
their daughters had taken it, thus conveying their own sus-
picion to their daughters and revealing their alternative 
images of their daughters. Three mothers discovered the 
stolen feminine articles at home. 
Two mothers reacted to learn!~ about the stealing with 
emotional upsets, discussing it immediately with their daugh-
ters. They tried to stop them tram stealing as can be seen 
in the following example: 
Case #2: Nancy, whose parents were separated at the 
time of the onset of the problem, admitted 
stealing in a department store. She in-
dicated that ~he shoplifted only because she 
felt so lonesome and wanted her father b~ck 
in the home. Mother promised to become recon-
ciled with the father .if this would stop Nancy 
fram stealing. The family moved to the coun-
try to give Nancy a new start. After it was 
discovered that Nancy had stolen $2.00 tram a 
friend's purse, she was not allowed to visit 
neighborhood children unless their parents 
were at home. Mother was afraid that the fam-
ily reputation would be ruined. 
Six mothers responded to their daughters' stealing first 
by denial, that is, overlooking the offenses. But the moment 
criticimn came from the court, neighbors, or the school, the 
mothers suddenly reacted with accusations and severe punish-
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ment as the following example illustrates: 
Case #4: At eight, Betty began to take pennies and 
nickels from the top of mother's bureau and 
from mother's purse. Mother never worried 
much about Betty's taking money from h b 
cause when mother was younger she used~~ a-
sneak pennies from the grocery change when 
she did shopping for her own mother. When 
Betty was fourteen years old and stole money 
from the teacher's purse, mother responded 
violently. She made Betty return the mone 
immediately and deprived her of shows. Y 
In the interview session with the caseworker 
mother did not want to be reminded of the ' 
episode. 
Betty was "confused and angry at the parental betrayal, 117 
and although she said that she did not know why she had 
stolen from the teacher, her underlying ndon't care attitude" 
indicated iher anger about the sudden accusation by her mother 
who si~ent~y ~ad sanctioned the stealing for six years. 
Two mothers were particularly threatened by the stealing 
and were frightened that their daughters were being, or in a 
short time would be, apprehended by the police. They them-
selves referred their children to the Judge Baker Guidance 
Center. One mother of ~his group had been in prison for two 
years. Three mothers, whose children were referred by the 
court for treatment, were afraid of another court contact, 
especially one mother who had a court record herself for 
stea~ing. 
7 Johnson and szurek, .2£• £ll·, P• 333· 
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In two cases, during the course of treatment, the moth-
ers denied increasingly any feelings and felt they would be 
able to handle the problem themselves. One of these mothers , 
dropped out of treatment after five interviews; the other 
mother attended interviews irregularly. 
Four mothers admitted that they were favoring another 
sibling, whom they called either "more beautiful," "easier 
going," "carefree," "easier to control, 11 or "a perfect child." 
In three cases, no data were available; in one case the girl 
was the only child. 
Two mothers identified their daughters with the unloved 
husband with hostility consequently being directed toward the 
child. The following example illustrates the case of a moth-
er who identified her daughter with another delinquent figure: 
Case #3: When Jean was three years old, father was ar-
rested for breaking and entering and served a 
two year jail sentence. 
Mother commented that Jean was like father in 
disposition. 
In six cases, the records did not reveal any statements 
by the mothers about identifying their daughters with other 
delinquent figures. 
It was interesting to find that during the course of the 
initial interviews with the caseworkers, six mothers made 
comments which indicated some awareness of their personal 
involvement in their daughters' delinquent acting out, as the 
10 
following two examples illustrate: 
Case #2: Mother felt she was responsible for the kind of 
person Nancy was growing up to be. 
Case #5: Mother felt that much of Edna's behavior was 
due to Edna's not feeling loved. Mother stated 
she was too young at the time when Edna needed 
attention. 
Two mothers denied any personal involvement and refused 
to take responsibility. They considered the offenses to be 
minor in nature. Johnson and Szurek write that a parent 
whose own superego is defective will say "My child will out-
grow this fault." Such a permissive protective attitude is 
what keeps the problem active.a 
Although six mothers indicated some awareness of their 
own involvement in the child's delinquent acting out, they 
had no insight into their own emotional needs nor were they 
aware "parental fantasy guides the child's course of act-
ing."9 
8 Johnson and Szurek, ~· cit., p. 333. 
9 Ibid, P• 337. 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY 
The purpose o~ this study was to ~ind a more precise 
formulation o~ the nature of the mother-child relationship 
and some of its possible causal ef~ects upon the antisocial 
behavior o~ eight adolescent girls whose major problem was 
stealing. 
The aim of this investigation was threefold. First, 
to analyze the characteristics of the parents with particu-
lar emphasis on the mothers; second, to describe selected 
characteristics of the delinquent girls and the mothers' 
attitudes toward them; third, to investigate the stealing 
phenomenon and its meaning to the mothers. 
The mothers were basically unhappy women who were unable 
to give emotionally to their children. They were either pre-
dominantly hysterical-infantile or rigid-punitive. In all 
mothers depression underlay their personali~ies. 
Most of the mothers were extremely deprived in their 
early years. They n.d poor relationships with their own 
mothers, but expressed hostility more directly toward their 
fathers than toward their mothers. 
Material concerning the circumstances under which the 
parents got marr ied indicated lack of emotional maturity and 
a high degree of dependency need. Since responsibilities 
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and affection were not shared evenly in the marriage, most 
mothers had strong hostile feelings toward their husbands. 
More fathers were described as being predominantly 
passive-dependent than as being rigid-domineering. They 
gave confusing and distorted pictures of reality and did not 
provide an adequate father-image for their children. The 
study suggested that the girls were forced into a mediator's 
position between the parents and that the parents turned to 
their daughters as an emotional outlet. 
Most of the girls experienced strong rejection by their 
mothers from the time of birth on. But in the other cases 
a real relationship between the mothers and daughters had 
been present during the early part of the children's life; 
therefore a later emotional withdrawal of the mothers prob-
ably had a real meaning to the girls. 
In all cases significant incidents occurred shortly be-
fore the general onset of neurotic or delinquent symptoms. 
The onset of problems was related either to temporary absence 
and desertion of the mothers, to the arrival of a new sib-
ling, or to the mothers' own depression due to marital ten-
sions or hospitalization. These traumatic environmental 
circumstances in the lives of the children had more or less 
powerful effects and the writer considers them as a source 
of the girls' antisocial character formation. 
All mothers described their daughters' appearances and 
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personalities in devaluating terms. This suggested that only 
in depreciation were the mothers able to tolerate the reality 
or their daughters' growing up. 
Aggressive personality trends were mentioned more rre-
quently than inhibited personality trends. The mothers relt 
particularly threatened by any kind or aggression, although 
there was evidence that they had provoked the situations 
which caused the girls to become aggressive. Excessive ag-
gression as well as unusually strong inhibition represented 
to the mothers a lack or control over their daughters. 
It became apparent that the mothers' own adolescent 
conrlicts were reactivated by the onset or their daughters' 
puberty. Halt or the mothers had been noted ror promisc~ty 
while still minors. The degree to which the mothers had 
integrated their own rorbidden impulses determined the extent 
to which the mothers rorced their own children into positions 
that gratiried their own needs. 
Nearly all mother-s reacted to the onset or their daugh-
ters' puberty with ambivalent reelings. They found vicarious 
gratification in the sexual acting out of their daughters. 
They were unconsciously permissive, but at the same time were 
threatened by the reawakening of sexual aggression in their 
own children. One mother consented to her daughter's pro-
miscuity. The records reflect that not only did the girls 
compete with their mothers but also the mothers competed 
with their daughters. 
In general the relationships to the mothers were found 
to be more intensely hostile than to the fathers, but the re-
lationships to both parents were characterized by reactivated 
oedipal conflicts. 
The girls who had siblings had poor relationships with 
them, expressing strong jealousy and/or open rivalry for the 
mothers. Half of the mothers admitted that they were favor-
ing another sibling. 
The relationships to other adults and to contemporaries 
were predominantly poor, of a superficial nature, and on a 
narcissistic basis. 
Since the girls did not find help at home in their ado-
lescent conflicts, they externalized the tension either in 
delinquent acting out or in neurotic symptoms. In all cases 
the problem of stealing coincided with other problems. Stay-
ing out late at night was the most common. Next in frequency 
followed severe temper tantrums, lying, self-aggression, and 
running away. More than half of the girls suffered from such 
neurotic habits as enuresis, nailbiting, sucking hair, and 
sleeping disturbance. 
In most of the girls school adjustment was poor. In 
same cases the attitude toward and interest in school de-
clined with the onset of puberty. Half of the girls repeated 
grades and were reported for truancy. Nearly all of the 
15 
mothers considered their daughters' intelligence average or 
above average. 
In examining the method of control and discipline to 
which the girls had been subjected, the writer found that all 
of the mothers' reactions to problems other than stealing 
were markedly ambivalent. The mothers' inconsistent· methods 
of handling their daughters suggested a defective superego, 
thus providing a similar defection in their daughters' super-
ego. 
In nearly all cases the onset of stealing occurred 
around the ttme of onset of puberty. Only one girl's steal-
ing was of longer standing. Half of the mothers recalled up-
setting incidents which happened in their own lives and which 
were closely followed by their daughters' stealing. 
The girls stole either in or outside the home, or both. 
More than half of the girls stole alone while the rest went 
shoplifting with another girl. Most of the girls who stole 
money took it from their mothers. More than half of the 
group stole mainly feminine articles such as dresses, sweat-
ers, blouses. 
The majority of the girls admitted their theft; however 
only some of them expressed remorse. In half of the cases 
the girls anticipated the discovery of their thefts, thus 
indicating that the stealing per ~had very little signifi-
cance and should be considered as a self-punitive act. 
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Most of the mothers first responded to their daughters' 
stealing by denial, that is, by overlooking the offenses. 
Thus by a protective attitude they kept the problem active. 
But the moment criticism came from outside these mothers re-
acted with accusations, severe punishment, and fear that 
their daughters might be apprehended by the police in a 
short time. Two mothers of this group had a court record 
themselves. 
The majority of case records did not reveal any state-
ments by the mothers about identifying their daughters with 
another delinquent figure. Two mothers identified their 
daughters with their delinquent husbands, with hostility 
consequently being directed toward their daughters. 
It was interesting to find that over half of the moth-
ers made comments which indicated some awareness of their 
personal involvement in their daughters' acting out. But 
due to their own emotional deprivation the mothers had no 
insight into their needs. Their superegos were too defi-
cient and their egos too restricted for them to be adequate 
mother-figures with whom their adolescent daughters could 
identify. 
Although the number of cases was far too small to war-
rant any general conclusions, there was a suggestion that 
because of the emotional upheaval during adolescence the 
girls of this study who had not learned to postpone gratifi-
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cation nor· to receive gratification through fantasy formation 
had to experience oral gratification concretely, that is, 
through "taking in" in the form of stealing. 
Incidentally, the writer observed that in four cases 
during the first five to eight months of treatment the moth-
ers became more hostile-aggressive, thus unconsciously stim-
ulating their daughters to more intensive stealing episodes. 
It was only after the mothers had gained some insight into 
their own problems, that the girls discontinued their steal-
ing. This seems to indicate that there is a relationship 
between the mothers' attitudes and the girls' acting out in 
stealing. It is therefore suggest~d that a further study be 
·, 
I 
done of the various casework approaches in order to deter-
mine which methods are the most effective in helping the 
mothers of adolescent girls to gain insight into their own 
problems. 
It is also suggested that further studies be made to 
determine whether the mothers of adolescent girls with prob-
lems other than stealing have personality structures the same 
as or different fram the mothers of this study. 
It is recommended that a more comprehensive study be 
made of the father-daughter relationships of adolescent girls 
who steal. The present study indicated that the fathers 
were indulgent with the daughters until the onset of puberty, 
at which time the fathers began to feel threatened by their 
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own daughters' femininity. A study of the father-daughter 
relationships may help to bring about a more accurate evalua-
tion of dynamic factors contributing to the antisocial acting 
out of adolescent girls. 
Though the procedure of this study has been limited be-
cause the number of cases was small, the writer hopes that 
this study will provoke further research. 
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IV. The Stealing Phenomenon 
~- -
I. 
I 
A. The Child 
1. Age at onset 
2. Description of stealing 
a. Did child steal alone or with others 
b. \Vhat did child steal 
c. Circumstances under which stealing occurred 
d. vl.hat did child do with object · 
e. Did child anticipate that mother would 
discover it, if yes how 
f. Did child admit or deny stealing 
g. What was child's attitude toward stealing 
B. The Mother 
1. Mother's emotional stage during onset of child's 
stealing 
2. Meaning of child's stealing to mother 
a. How did mother become aware of child's problem 
b. How did she react to first knowing about it, 
did she limit or encourage it 
c. Did mother feel particularly threatened by 
the child's stealing 
d. Did mother compare child unfavorably with 
another sibling 
e. Did mother identify child with another delin-
quent figure, if yes with whom 
3. Degree of mother's awareness of her own involve-
ment in the delinquent acting out of child 
